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AT A GLANCE

Welcome to the ‘Making an Age of 
Repair: Queensland’ Event book. The 
following pages introduce the event, 
the design thinking processes that we 
used to help direct the event process, 
outcomes and where to next.

Event Details

Date: Friday 17th, April, 2015 

Time: 5.30pm - 9.30pm

Place: Kurilpa Hall, West End, Brisbane

Thank-you for joining us in this 
important conversation about the future 
of Queensland. 

Redirective Practice 
Bec Barnett, Lennah Kuskoff, Christine 
Moulder, Chenoa Pettrup , Tristan Schultz
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Redirective Practice Team

Bec Barnett: Designer, researcher and upholsterer who 
currently works as a lecturer and tutor in the Design 
Futures program at Queensland College of Art, Griffith 
University, Brisbane, Australia.

Lennah Kuskoff: Designer, educator and hospitality 
practitioner who works as an instructor and tutor in 
the Design Futures program at Griffith University’s 
Queensland College of Art.

Christine Moulder: Designer and researcher as well 
as a tutor in the Design Futures program at Griffith 
University’s Queensland College of Art and course 
coordinator at the Queensland Institute of Business and 
Technology. 

Chenoa Pettrup: A freelance graphic designer, Design 
Lounge Coordinator for the Asia Pacific Design Library 
at the State Library of Queensland and a tutor in the 
Visual Communication Design department at Griffith 
University’s Queensland College of Art.

Tristan Schultz: An interdisciplinary designer, researcher 
and Convener of Visual Communication Design in the 
Design Futures Program at QCA, Griffith University. 
Tristan is currently a panel member of the Australia 
Council for the Arts as an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Arts Strategy Panel Member.

International Members

Zoe Yakimoff: Designer and researcher with a 
background in Design Futures, based in Colombia.

Jānis Ķīnasts: Urban planner, geographer and researcher, 
based in Latvia.

About Redirective Practice 

Redirective Practice is an interdisciplinary, social design 
practice that works with government, education and 
community bodies to design alternative and sustainable 
future directions. As part of this process, we research as 
well as run workshops and collaborative events through 
which pathways toward those outcomes emerge.

We believe that the future heading towards us, created 
by unsustainable human action both past and present, 
is full of challenges that must be faced now. Our 
backgrounds as designers has shown us the agency 
that design has to confront these challenges through 
redirection, adaptation and mitigation. We also believe 
that it is human agency, culture, situated knowledge and 
skills that should confront these challenges rather than a 
reliance on technology as a ‘quick fix’. 

We formed as a design collective out of a desire to 
instigate meaningful, sustainable change by applying 
our design skills to the plethora of future challenges 
humanity is currently facing. The positions stated above 
guide how we approach this task.

We have experience working together on a variety of 
local and international projects and come together with 
ideas, determination and recognition of the need to 
engage others in the discussion.

Redirective Practice is unaffiliated. 



* EVENT 2 & 3
The gap between 
future scenarios 
and the present

EVENT 1
Step 1: Locate past 

and present concerns

EVENT 1
Step 2: Locate future directions 

and futures arriving

EVENT 1
Step 3: Write Design FIctions

FUTURE
CURRENT

DIRECTION

DESIGN
FICTION

PRESENT
PAST CONCERNS

FUTURES
ARRIVING

A Three Part Event Series

Event 1: reflected on the past 
and present to start imagining 
different versions of the future.

Event 2: will begin to design 
projects that can be implemented 
now to get us to the futures 
imagined in Event 1.

Event 3: will focus on the 
implementation of the projects 
developed in Event 2. 

While it may appear counter-
intuitive to have Event 2 and 3 
located where they are on this 
mud map it is in this part of the 
map that the gap between the 
present and imagined futures is. 
Filling this gap through design 
will be the focus of Event 2 and 3. 
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Event Overview

Why are we running this event series?

The idea of the ‘Making an Age of Repair: Queensland’ 
Event developed from our understanding that we live 
in a broken world and that sometimes this brokenness 
overwhelms our ability to instigate meaningful 
change. This brokenness is evidenced in structural 
unsustainability appearing in forms such as: global 
inequality, geopolitical instability, climate change, social 
fragmentation and the loss of traditional cultural values 
and practices. 

Drawing from our individual professional backgrounds 
and as graduates of the Masters of Design Futures we 
recognised the important role that design has to play in 
addressing future challenges. In recognising the role that 
design can play we identified that we have an important 
role as designers to use our skills to effect change and 
to be leaders of this change. We chose to focus on 
Queensland as a place to start guided by an old Swedish 
proverb ‘Dig Where You Stand!’ (Gräv där du står!). The 
2014 Queensland Plan, as an exemplar of what is broken, 
offered a platform from which to start this process. 

Date: Friday 17th, April, 2015 

Time: 5.30pm - 9.30pm

Place: Kurilpa Hall, West End, Brisbane

The event focussed on Queensland 
and explored:

• The present 

• Past causations

• Concerns

• Current directions 

• Futures arriving

• Design fictions of alternative futures

Event 2 and 3 will look to fill the gap 
between where we are now and the 
futures imagined during Event 1. 

What were the goals of the event?

The goals of the first event were to explore the past 
and present in order to gain a better understanding of 
the futures that Queensland was facing with members 
of the local community. This was with the aim of 
creating alternative visions of Queensland through 
the development of design fictions. The intention 
was not to create utopian visions but instead fictional 
futures that were able to take into account the futures 
heading towards us such as climate change, changing 
demographics and technological advancement. These 
fictions are starting points for Event 2, which will begin 
to design projects that can be implemented now to get 
us to those imagined futures. Event 3 will focus on the 
implementation of the projects developed in Event 2.
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Who Participated

Participants  Involved in the Conversation
(Indicative table layout)

Virginia Rigney—Provocateur

Christine Moulder—Moderator

Community

Brian Feeney—Provocateur

Lennah Kuskoff—Moderator

Community

Nicole Gibson—Provocateur

Mara Quinn—Provocateur

Chenoa Pettrup—Moderator

Community

Kalindi Brennan—Provocateur

Tom Allen—Provocateur

Bec Barnett—Moderator

Community

Caroline Brooks—Provocateur

Nichola Hungerford—Provocateur

Tristan Schultz—Moderator

Community

Bianca Goebel—Provocateur
Jim Gall—Provocateur

Nora Kinnunen—Moderator

Community

Erin Evans—Provocateur

Peter Hall—Roving Moderator

Provocateurs

The event aimed to initiate discussion around concerns 
that aren’t addressed in the Queensland Plan (2014). The 
provocateur’s role was to speak to their knowledge and 
experience personally and/or professionally in relation to 
the challenges Queensland currently faces and will face 
moving into the future. This was intended  to encourage 
the other members of the table to speak up and respond 
to the dialogue that was developed on the night. During 
this conversation the process of Cognitive Redirective 
Mapping was used to better understand those issues. 
This process has begun to uncover gaps and spaces for 
action and redirection of unsustainable practices. Most 
tables had two provocateurs and a member of Redirective 
Practice who was there to moderate the conversation 
and initiate the Cognitive Redirective Mapping process. 

Supporting moderators: 

Dr Peter Hall (Design Researcher and Educator) 

Nora Kinnunen (Design Researcher and Educator

Provocateurs:

Tom Allen – Sustainable design
Kalindi Brennan – Educator
Caroline Brooks – Educator
Brian Feeney – Community campaigner
Professor Jim Gall - Architect
Nicole Gibson – Mental health advocate
Bianca Goebel – Youth advocate
Nichola Hungerford – Environmental campaigner
Mara Quinn – Sustainable infrastructure advocate
Virginia Rigney – Cultural development
West End Community Association – Social cohesion

Participants

We gathered a wide range of participants to contribute 
to imagining a different future for Queensland. They 
participated in the conversation throughout the evening 
guided by the provocateurs but always contributing their  
perspectives and visions for the future of Queensland. 
. 

Serving Dinner

Redirective Practice decided to serve 
dinner at this event to try to create a 
setting where conversation could flow 
and in recognition that the event ran 
over dinner time. 

We chose to serve Kosheri, an 
Egyptian dish that we ate during 
a recent design field-trip to Egypt. 
The idea of establishing Redirective 
Practice developed during this trip. 
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Event Organisation

 T O T A L  i n c o m e

$1049

 T O T A L  e x p e n s e s

$1002

$47

E X P E N S E S

I N C O M E

t o t a l  p r o f i t

d o o r  t i c k e t  s a l e s

d r i n k  d o n a t i o n s

e v e n t  b r i t e  t i c k e t  s a l e s $659

h a l l  h i r e $240

d i n n e r $187

w a i t  s t a f f

$178

d r i n k s

$150

p l a t e s / c u t l e r y / g l a s s e s

$100a d d i t i o n a l  e v e n t  e q u i p m e n t

$86

e v e n t b r i t e  f e e $61

$200

$190

W H O  W A S  T H E R E

P R O V O C AT E U R SM O D E R AT O R SP H O T O G R A P H E R M E D I A  H E L P E R H O S P I TA L I T Y  H E L P E R S C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S T O T A L  A T T E N D E E S
*note: all dollar values have been rounded to the nearest whole dollar value

2 sta� members at $25/hr for 3hrs

majority purchased at op shops

$40/hr for 6 hrs

Kosheri ingredients

Alcohol & soft drink

2.5% of the ticket price plus $0.99 per ticket

pens, paper, pencils etc

Thank you to friends & family of Redirective Practice who provided many items for use on the night.D O N A T I O N S

r e c e i v e d  i n  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  
e x t e r n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

a m p g l a s s e sp o r t a b l e  s t o v e ,  s l o w  c o o k e r s
w o k s ,  t a b l e  c l o t h s

c u t l e r y  &  p l a t e s t i m e

Money to be used in delivery of second event

p r e p a r a t i o n s

6 people attending 24 meetings at 
3 hours per meeting

h o u r s  o f  o r g a n i s e r  m e e t i n g s
72

6 people spending 2 hours per
week working across 24 weeks

h o u r s  o f  i n d i v d u a l  w o r k
288 1440

m a r s  p o d s  c o n s u m e d
1 x 176g packet per group 
meeting across 24 weeks

Event Breakdown

This is an infographic of expenses, 
income and all the other things that 
went into making Event 1 happen. We 
put this together so that you could 
clearly see where the money from 
your tickets went. 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
their time or items for us to use. 
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Framing
the Event

In this Section
The Future is Full

Critique of the QLD Plan

Critique: Infographic

Section Introduction

The following section contains the content 
from the presentations given on the night, 
formatted to better suit this context. The 
aim of these presentations was to: frame 
our perspective of what is broken; provide 
a critique of a broken planning process, 
using the Queensland plan as an exemplar; 
visually represent the problems with failing 
to recognise relationality; and presenting the 
steps of the Cognitive Redirective Mapping 
process that was used to help guide and direct 
the conversations. 

The section begins with the page The Future is 
Full to set the scene. It is these future challenges 
that the event series aims to deal with. 
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The Future is Full

The Future is Full

On the right are the potential futural 
challenges that Redirective Practice identified 
in our initial exploration of the Queensland 
Plan and the future challenges Queensland is 
likely to face. 

Our position is that these future challenges 
have been put in place by past and present 
actions and that they need to be taken into 
consideration. These future challenges are not 
going away, instead they need to be mitigated 
or adapted to. 

We encouraged the provocateurs to take 
these into consideration to elaborate on. We 
also recognise that this list is not exhaustive, 
participants and provocateurs are welcome to 
introduce additional futural challenges.

These are the futures that are often not spoken 
about, the hard stuff, the messy stuff, the stuff 
that is not confronted, the stuff that is hidden 
in plain sight by the status quo: this is why we 
have chosen not to make this page too easy 
to read. 

Knowledge Production
• New knowledge will need to be produced to cope 

with and survive the above
• To a varying degree AI (artificial intelligence) will 

increasingly colonise human cognition
• Culturally situated knowledge production will be 

increasingly threatened as cultures are forced to 
move out of ‘place’

• Due to epistemological and geographical 
colonisation, if Indigenous knowledge is to be 
valued as contributory to adapt and mitigate 
climate change and global unsettlement, it will 
require transformational shifts in Western thinking

Movement
• People are being forced to move due to no fault of 

their own
• Climate displaced people from across the world 

are moving to QLD and Australia (The QLD Plan 
itself predicts Queensland’s population will grow 
from 4 million to 8 million by 2044)

• Climate displaced people inside Queensland and 
Australia are moving

• Some people will want to stay and perish instead 
of moving

Food
• There is an expectation for QLD to be a major 

contributor to global food production
• These expectations don’t match the reality of 

arable land in the future:   
- land use will be contested by population growth
- productivity of arable land will be decreased 

by drought, salination, water scarcity, soil 
degradation: from climate change and from toxic 
industrial practices making land irreparable.

• The dramatically increased population will need 
to be fed

• Viability of alternative food sources is decreasing 
due to decline in animal and plant diversity.

• A diversity of food practices will be present due to 
population movement

Human
• Climate change will undermine our current 

sense of psychological and geographical stability
• Resources upon which humans depend will be 

placed under pressure
• Technology and artificial intelligence will 

continue to develop
• Psychological unsettlement will  increase due to 

all of the above
• Climate will dramatically shift geographic 

distribution of vector borne diseases
• Movement will rapidly increase potential 

transmission of communicable diseases
• Climate and movement will contribute to an 

increase in other physiological health problems 
happening too rapidly for the population to 
adapt to, evolve against or mitigate

• Service provisions will  have to change 
dramatically due to all of the above

• In human modern history there has not been 
such dramatic alterations to civilisations 
therefore no model exists to draw upon. We will 
have to find new models for survival

• Civil unrest will  cause conflict to varying 
degrees. Queensland will not be immune in an 
increasingly globalised population and world

The Future is Full

Borders
• Increased movement will mean borders become 

increasingly permeable
• The strong-hold of nation-states and states will 

become strained under the above conditions

Repairing the Future of Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland
Redirective Practice
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Framing the Broken

The three part event series, Making an Age of Repair: 
Queensland has been born from a recognition that 
so many current modes of thinking and doing are 
unsustainable. Evidenced by growing concern over 
global inequality, geopolitical instability, climate change, 
social fragmentation and the loss of traditional cultural 
values and practices,1 structural unsustainability is 
one of the most significant problems to be faced in the 
current age. These challenges or ‘risks’, as Ulrich Beck 
(2006) terms them, are products of the second phase 
of modernity and the modern global condition. These 
challenges cannot be reliably predicted due to the length 
of time it takes for their full effects to be known and are 
sufficiently complex that the model of cause and effect is 
rendered incapable of describing them accurately (Beck, 
2006, 334). 

If any meaningful design response to such complex 
and seemingly insurmountable challenges can 
be delivered the relational complexities of the 
phenomena need to be recognised (Fry 2009). Current 
modes of thinking and doing that arrived out of the 
Enlightenment and the project of modernity have 
been largely structured through the removal of social 
processes from local contexts of interaction and 
their subsequent reorganisation around systems that 
cross ‘indefinite spans of time and space’ (Giddens 
1990, 21).  As a consequence the connection between 
the mode of human being and our relation to the 
natural and fabricated world, the self and the other 
has been ruptured.  This is manifest in: the rise of a 
cultural emphasis on the importance of the individual 
(Baudrillard 1998); the logic of coloniality (Mignolo 
2011); the breakdown of community (Bauman 2004); the 
subjugation of the human to the requirements of the 
economic system and industrialised processes (Hardt 
& Negri 2000); and the mobilisation of desire for and 
the dependence on material, technological and service 
based commodities to fulfil needs (Debord 1994). All 
amplified by the negation of the effects this has on the 
biophysical world we depend on as identified in the 
plethora of reports on climate change and environmental 
degradation. 
 

1 Evidenced in reports from agencies such as the 
UN, IPCC and CSIR0 and cultural theorists such 
as Bauman, Mignolo, Escobar and Baudrillard. 

Baudrillard, Jean (1996) The System of Objects, 
Verso; London

Bauman, Zygmunt (2004) Wasted Lives, Polity 
Press, Cambridge

Beck, Ulrich (2006) Living in the world risk 
society, Economy and Society, 35(3), 329-345

Debord, Guy (1994) Society of the Spectacle, 
Zone Books; New York

Fry, Tony (2009) Design Futuring, UNSW Press; 
Sydney

Giddens, Antony (1990) The consequences of 
modernity Polity Press; Cambridge UK

Escobar, Arturo (2008) Territories of Difference: 
Place, Movements, Life, Redes, Duke University 
Press; Durham NC

Hardt, Michel & Negri, Antonio (2000) Empire 
Harvard University Press: Cambridge MA

Heidegger, Martin (1977) The Question 
Concerning Technology and Other Essays, 
trans. William Lovitt, Harper Perennial; New 
York

IPCC (2013) Climate Change 2013: The Physical 
Science Basis, Cambridge University Press; 
Cambridge

Jackson, Steven J.  (2014) “Rethinking Repair,” 
in Tarleton Gillespie et. al. eds. Media 
Technologies: Essays on Communication, 
Materiality and Society  MIT Press: Cambridge 
MA

Mignolo, Walter (2011) The Darker Side of 
Western Modernity, Duke University Press; 
Durham, NC

In identifying what is broken the gaps between this and 
existing plans, such as the Queensland Plan, for 
the future become clearer: there is an obvious failure 
to recognise what is broken. In this gap there is an 
imperative for repair (Jackson 2014). The act of repair 
in this sense is not just about the repair of our habitat 
or material ‘things’ it is about repairing ‘us’, our human 
relation to the other, to self and to our natural and 
fabricated worlds of our dependence. Repair framed 
in this way becomes about much more than repairing 
‘things’ and habitats. Seen from this perspective repair is 
viewed as remaking what already is, using the existing 
fabric of the world. In an age of increasing colonisation 
of minds from technology, validating an illusion that 
technocratic solutions will get ‘us’ to a post-human 
future, Redirective Practice believes human cognition, 
human skills and cultural practices need to play the 
biggest part in adapting, mitigating and redirecting 
humanity around the future challenges to be faced; as the 
product of what is broken ‘we’ become both what needs 
to be repaired and the means by which we can effect 
mitigation, adaptation, redirection and repair. Whichever 
way you look at these options, all are going to require 
radical transformational change at technical, cultural, 
political and economic levels. Using the Queensland 
Plan to explore future challenges and develop narratives 
about alternative futures is the beginning of a design 
response aimed towards repairing what is broken. By 
understanding the insufficiencies of the Queensland Plan 
and locating the gaps in the future it presents we can 
begin to re-design the future of Queensland. 

The three part series aims to valorise human cognitive 
and practical abilities in dealing with the challenges we 
face now and into the future.  It recognises that humanity 
needs new imaginaries.  The plural here is deliberately 
used; we cannot remake our way of being based on 
another ethnocentric, utopian dream.  It must be made 
pluralistically through a contextually grounded praxis 
that involves learning to be another way.

Repairing the Future of Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland
Redirective Practice
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Critique of the Qld Plan

1 See the Critique of the Queensland Plan: 
Infographics page 8 - 10 of this document. 

2 “Finally, with regards to refining the working 
draft, the Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
needs to decide whether or not The Queensland 
Plan should be purely based off the original 
round of community consultation (which 
was a much larger and more representative 
exercise) or whether some of these new 
suggestions warrant inclusion (in particular, 
if the environment foundation area should be 
refined to give more focus to environment 
and less to the balance between economy and 
environment, and if elements such as climate 
change should be included).” (Colmar Brunton 
2014, 148) 

3Steele, Wendy et al. (2013) Learning from cross-
border mechanisms to support climate change 
adaptation in Australia, National Climate 
Change Adaptation Research Facility, Gold 
Coast.

Colmar Brunton (2014). The Queensland Plan: 
30 year vision for Queensland – Our Working 
Draft. Community Review Report. 

Feeney, Brian (2014) ‘The Queensland Plan: 
good community engagement or flawed 
process?’ from http://www.tjryanfoundation.
org.au/_dbase_upl/Feeney_on_The_
Queensland_Plan.pdf.

State of Queensland (2014) ‘Transcript: webjam 
4 balancing environmental protection 
and economic development’ from http://
queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/resources/plans-
and-reports.aspx

The First Event: Critique of the Queensland Plan

The first event workshop, Making an Age of Repair used 
a critique of the recently released Queensland Plan 
as an example of the way in which current planning 
processes go on perpetuating the broken and ignoring 
serious points of tension.  By identifying the issues that 
the people of Queensland feel need to be addressed, 
especially in relation to the concerns of unsettlement, 
climate change and geo-political instability, we intend 
to uncover the spaces in which repair is required and 
identify the gaps in which it can be mobilised. 

The second event in the series will begin to discuss ways 
the future can be redirected through looking at what 
projects can be implemented in the present. By the end 
of the second event the collective will have a resource 
pool of possible projects going forward. 

The third and final event in the series will be focused on 
implementation, we will assess the tools and resources 
needed to get these projects started, projects that can 
begin to redirect the future of Queensland. 

In critiquing the Queensland Plan we have explored why 
the Queensland Plan is an example of a broken planning 
process, how it perpetuates a business as usual approach 
to future problems and how it demonstrates a lack of 
relational thinking. Below is a brief introduction to these 
areas that we explained in more detail on the night.

Broken Planning Process

The community consultation and engagement process 
dictated the direction of the plan ignoring large portions 
of feedback that did not fit into the final ‘vision’ (Feeney 
2014; Colmar Brunton 2014; State of Queensland 2014). 
Brian Feeney’s The Queensland Plan: Good Community 
Engagement or Flawed Process (Feeney 2014)  provides 
a detailed discussion on this topic that will be used 
in conjunction with additional findings made by 
Redirective Practice. 

Business as Usual Approach

Whilst there was a general consensus during the 
Webjams and community consultation process (State 
of Queensland 2014; Colmar Brunton 2014) that the 
Queensland Plan needed to achieve a balance between 
the protection of the natural environment and economic 
prosperity (State of Queensland 2014), the draft plan, and 
the subsequent final plan were heavily weighted in the 
economy’s favour,1 despite strong responses against this. 
Climate change is also under-represented in the plan 
despite calls for its inclusion by many ‘Queenslanders’ at 
all stages of the process (Colmar Brunton 2014, 5).2 

Lack of Relational Thinking

Through the use of anaphora there is a continual 
theme of the promotion of Queensland as better than, 
and separate to, the rest of Australia and the world. 
This can be shown through the continual use of ‘we as 
Queenslanders’ or ‘our state’ in the plan. By promoting 
Queensland as the best the plan forces division on issues 
that should not be dealt with in the confines of our man 
made borders3 ,the problems and stresses of the future 
will not abide by these rules. This approach works as 
a distraction, fostering state pride on performance in 
issues that transcend state and national borders The 
‘foundation interconnection’ pages are also visually 
misrepresented, as shown in the following pages of this 
document, and do not reflect the level of connection 
actually represented between each foundation in the 
plan. By only recognising that all foundations should be 
equal to each other on a surface level and not connecting 
these to each in a more in depth way 1, the plan continues 
the problematic approach of addressing future challenges 
as conditions that can be dealt with separately, thus 
demonstrating it’s lack of relational thinking. 
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Critique: Infographic

Drucker, Johanna (2014) Graphesis: 
Visual Forms of Knowledge Production 
(metaLABprojects). Harvard University Press; 
Cambridge MA

Figure 1: State of Queensland (2014) The 
Queensland Plan, 23, Brisbane

Figure 2: State of Queensland (2014) The 
Queensland Plan, 31, Brisbane

Critique of the Queensland Plan: Infographic

“ Visualisations are always interpretations—data does 
not have an  inherent visual form that merely gives rise 
to a graphic expression”
—Johanna Drucker | Graphesis: Visual Forms of 
Knowledge Production (p7)

First and foremost, it must be acknowledged that the 
graphics on the following pages act in the spirit of 
Drucker’s above assertion. It is—and only ever can be—an 
interpretation. An interpretation from a specific context, 
no less. This is not a graphic that intends to clarify 
empirical data in any way. Rather, it is an exploration of 
relationality within the Queensland Plan. 

In the Queensland Plan, each foundation area contains 
a foundation interconnectedness diagram (fig. 1 and 
fig. 2) that suggests how each individual area relates 
back to the other foundation areas. The balanced and 
equal sizing of each component suggests that the plan 
is likewise balanced and equal and that each foundation 
is also interconnected equally. The graphics created 
by Redirective Practice aims to call into question this 
assertion by specifically mapping how each foundation 
area directly addresses its own targets and goals, as well 
as how it relates to the targets and goals of the other 
foundations. In doing so, it was found that the inference 
that each foundation was equally connected was not 
entirely accurate. While each foundation only connected 
to some (not all) of the other foundations, it was also 
found that in the instances where connections were 
made, they were disproportionate. 

In looking at these new graphics, there could be the 
assumption that certain foundation areas are valued 
more highly than others. However, such assumptions 
could only be considered as abductive reasoning as 
there are likely to be other factors at play. For example, 
the broad nature of a foundation such as People is easier 
to relate to more foundations than a foundation such 
as Governance, which is more specific in nature. The 
intention here is not to provide explanations for these 
imbalances but rather to accentuate the concealment of 
information through visual form.

In the interest of transparency, it should be made clear 
some of the design decisions made in the creation of this 
new graphic. The use of colour and shape in the graphic 
have taken their visual cues from the Queensland Plan’s 
original visual rhetoric in order to make comparison with 
the plan easier. It should also be noted that while each 
foundation area has multiple targets and goals, these 
have been consolidated under the single banner of their 
respective foundation area in order to reduce clutter in 
the graphic and keep the focus on the original inquiry. 
Likewise, the position of content on the page has been 
chosen for clarity and is not intended as representational. 
In spite of the above, the primary point of the graphic 
remains, the Queensland Plan is not balanced and equal, 
in spite of any visual or linguistic rhetoric that attempts to 
suggest otherwise. 
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Foundation interconnections
The nine foundations of  The Queensland Plan  are interconnected with success or 
barriers in one foundation directly or indirectly impacting another. Some of the key 
interconnections between Education and other foundation areas are illustrated below:

Education

Community
We value education and 
applaud high achievers.

Environment
We have the knowledge, 

skills and technology 
to be environmentally 

sustainable.

Infrastructure
Our education and 

training facilities support 
lifelong learning.

Economy
Our bright minds are 
fostered to lead the 

research and innovation 
that drives economic 

success.

Governance
Involvement in local 

decision-making empowers 
parents, teachers 

and students.

Health and 
wellbeing

We know how to make 
healthy choices and 
support each other.

People
We share our knowledge 

and wisdom and learn 
from each other.

Regions
Lifelong learning 

develops local talent and 
drives regional growth 

and prosperity.
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Foundation interconnections
The nine foundations of The Queensland Plan are interconnected with success 
or barriers in one foundation directly or indirectly impacting another. Some of 
the key interconnections between Community and other foundation areas are 
illustrated  below:

Community

Education
We attract and retain bright 
minds and build local skills 

and innovation.

Environment
Green spaces help our 
communities connect 

and interact.

Infrastructure
Transport, communications 
and services support and 
connect our communities.

Economy
We create job 

opportunities and career 
paths to attract and retain 

people in communities.

Governance
Local participation and 

decision-making strengthen 
our communities.

Health and 
wellbeing

Our community 
connections help foster 

good health and 
wellbeing.

People
We support individuals 

to build strong 
communities.

Regions
Our strong and vibrant 

regions attract and 
maintain strong 

communities.

PART B Community Making connections
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Figure two
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The nine foundations of The Queensland Plan are interconnected with success 
or barriers in one foundation directly or indirectly impacting another. Some of 
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and innovation.

Environment
Green spaces help our 
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paths to attract and retain 
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Local participation and 
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Critique: Infographic

A Guide to Reading this Infographic

Each foundation is colour coded according 
to the colour coding  of each section as laid 
out in the original plan:

Education

Community

Regions

Economy

Health & Wellbeing

Inside the circle, dots represent the 
frequency that one particular foundation 
area references targets and goals of all 
foundation areas.

E.g. The education 
foundation area 
references the 
targets and  goals 
of education, 
community, people, 
economy  and health 
and wellbeing.

Guide continued on the next page.

Environment

People

Infrastructure

Governance

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE

OVERALL

EDUCATION

EDUCATION
COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE
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COMMUNITY

EDUCATION
COMMUNITY

REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE
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Critique: Infographic

HEALTH & 
WELLBEING

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY
HEALTH AND WELLBEING

ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE

A Guide to Reading this Infographic

Outside the circle, dots represent the 
frequency that  the other foundation areas 
reference back to the  targets and goals of that 
particular foundation area.

E.g. The governance, 
people, economy, 
health and wellbeing 
and  environment 
foundation areas 
reference back to the 
targets and  goals of 
education.

The size of the circles and dots is relative 
to the proportional frequency of references 
made to the goals and targets of the 
foundation area  in relation to each other; the 
largest circle or dot being the most frequently 
referenced, the smallest  circle or dot being 
the least frequently referenced.
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ECONOMY

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS
ECONOMY

HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE

ENVIRONMENT

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING
ENVIRONMENT

PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE

REGIONS

EDUCATION COMMUNITY
REGIONS

ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE
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EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

GOVERNANCE

INFRASTRUCTURE

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE INFRASTRUCTURE 
GOVERNANCE

GOVERNANCE

EDUCATION COMMUNITY REGIONS ECONOMY HEALTH AND WELLBEING ENVIRONMENT
PEOPLE 

INFRASTRUCTURE GOVERNANCE

PEOPLE

The Governance infographic has been 
highlighted here as an exemplification of the 
information that our visual exploration revealed. 
Of the eight foundations, Governance was the 
least represented in the plan by a significant 
margin. This immediately debunks the QLD 
Plan’s assertion that it is fair and balanced. The 
lack of relationality in the plan is also called 
into question, with none of the other eight 
foundations relating back to it and Governance 
itself only addressing three other foundations in 
return (excluding itself).



EVENT 1
Step 1: Locate past 

and present concerns

EVENT 1
Step 2: Locate future directions 

and futures arriving

EVENT 1
Step 3: Write Design FIctions

FUTURE
CURRENT

DIRECTION

DESIGN
FICTION

FUTURES
ARRIVING

PRESENT
PAST CONCERNS

EVENT 2 & 3
The gap between 
future scenarios 
and the present

Agriculture Drought
Rising

Sea Levels
Indigenous
Knowledge

Migration
Population

Growth

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Cognitive Redirective Mapping Process

The above concerns were chose as a focus in our 
Cognitive Redirective Map for a number of reasons. 
Agriculture represents much of Queensland’s industry 
and many Queenslanders’ way of life. Indigenous 
Knowledge was selected due to the lack of representation 
of the Indigenous population within the Queensland 

Plan. Population growth was chosen as a way of 
representing urban areas such as Brisbane. Rising sea 
levels and drought were selected as a way to deal with 
the absence of climate change in the Plan and migration 
with the lack of recognition of the complexities of 
Queensland’s growing population. 

Cognitive Redirective Mapping is a design 
thinking process that encourages a different way 
of thinking about the world we occupy. It has 
been designed, as a process, not to reproduce 
what is already known but rather to uncover 
realities previously unseen or unimagined. 
Furthermore, Cognitive Redirective Mapping 
is not conducted in order to just identify what 
is known but to imagine, through informed 
knowledge, what is brought forth and gathers as 
directive of future circumstances. 

See Schultz, Tristan and Barnett, Bec (2015) 
Cognitive Redirective Mapping, NORDES, 
Stockholm (publication pending) 

Design fictions are utilised alongside Cognitive 
Redirective Mapping to bring into existence, 
and make believable, alternative visions of 
the future. Scenario building through fictions 
puts options on the table that can no longer be 
ignored. They provide realities to work towards, 
offering identifiable, humanised, emotional, 
character loaded narratives. For designers design 
fictions provide visions of the future that can be 
questioned, for example, ‘is this the sort of future 
we want?’, ‘what designs need to be put in place 
now to get to that future?’ 

See Willis, Anne-Marie (2014) ‘Designing Back 
From the Future’, Design Philosophy Papers, 
Volume 12, Issue 2, pp. 151-160

2. Once the present is in 
place take a step back to 
the past. What causations 
contributed to the present 
as it is?

1. Start in the present with a 
concern or set of concerns 
(the ones we chose are 
below). Explore the present, 
what is happening? Try to 
relate this to a character.  

6. Start creating alternative 
visions of the future with 
design fictions. What could the 
future look like if we changed 
our current direction? These 
still need to consider the 
futures arriving. 

5. Consider the futures 
arriving, futures that have 
already been put in place by 
the past and present. Think 
about their impact on the 
current direction.

3. In mapping the past 
certain concerns  and 
relations will appear 
that may not have been 
considered previously.  

4. Once the past causations 
have been mapped you can 
start looking towards the 
future. What is the current 
direction we are heading in 
if nothing changes?

Event 2 and 3 will focus on 
the gap between the present 
and the design fictions of the 
future created during Event 1.

Cognitive Redirective Mapping - Process

Cognitive Redirective Mapping - Our Concerns
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Redirective Practice Design Fiction

This is the design fiction that developed as 
Redirective Practice followed a process of 
Cognitive Redirective Mapping to further explore  
a critique of the Queensland Plan and how it 
isn’t sufficiently addressing future challenges.

This isn’t the only future vision - just one that 
Redirective Practice developed, the visions 
participants developed during Event 1 were  
different and that is what we wanted to achieve.

As we were concerned with the absence 
of agriculture, sea level rise, Indigenous 
Knowledge, drought, migration and urban 
population growth in the Queensland Plan we 
focused on these as our concerns. 

We drew on these concerns to develop three 
narratives; that of Sally focusing on agriculture 
and drought; that of Aleema focusing on 
migration and urban population growth; 
and that of Maliyan focusing on Indigenous 
Knowledge and sea level rise. 

Sally

Sally lives on a property in Western 
Queensland, the nearest town is 
Langlo and this is still at least a four 
hour drive. Her family farm beef 
cattle. 

Sally has just started her second 
year of ‘School of the Air’. She has 
four older brothers and there is an 
expectation that they will continue 
the family farming tradition. 
However, there is often the feeling 
of isolation as the modern, urban 
world makes itself present on their 
television screen.

Aleema

Aleema is a refugee from 
Afghanistan. She lives in Brisbane 
and is working to bring her brother 
to join her. This is proving difficult 
as Australian borders tighten. 

As a single Afghani woman 
Aleema is feeling isolated from 
the community. Her isolation and 
a lack of support means that she 
is struggling to learn English. In 
addition to this she is traumatised by 
her experience as a refugee. 

Design Fictions of the Present

Maliyan

Maliyan is a Torres Strait Islander 
living on Thursday Island, 
supporting three dependant 
children, not all his. Maliyan 
has both familial and cultural 
responsibilities. These are taken 
seriously in response to a legacy of 
family separation.

Maliyan works as a fisherman. 
There is a legacy present here of 
colonialism in the fishing and 
pearling industries that still exists. 

Repairing the Future of Queensland Workshop
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Redirective Practice Design Fiction

The past is framed less in a narrativised form 
and  more through the recognition that history 
is continuously rewritten and that it is always 
written from a particular perspective. 

Sally

Sally’s story extends back to the 
Gungarri people who historically 
occupied that area of Queensland, 
living nomadically. The Gungarri 
were displaced by colonialism 
and white pastorialists who began 
settling the area in the mid-1800’s.

This history traces the development 
of education for rural children from 
teachers visiting by horseback to 
the development of ‘iconnect’ in 
2009. Equally, the increasing levels 
of unemployment can be mapped 
as can the increasing environmental 
pressures of climate change. 

Aleema

Tracing Aleema’s story back into 
the distant past it becomes clear 
that there is a lack of value placed 
on the  Islamic contribution to 
modern agricultural methods 
and technologies relating to the 
development of the fertile crescent. 

The 331-327 BC invasion of the 
Middle-East by Alexander the Great 
establishes a precedent of external 
control. An ongoing power struggle 
with Britain in the 1800’s imposes 
artificial borders between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan furthering existing 
social divides. 

Maliyan

There has been a long history 
of Indigenous Knowledge on 
Waibe, Thursday Island going 
back thousands of years. This was 
contrasted with 500 years of Western 
modern thought, founded on the 
Enlightenment, which established a 
certain way of thinking that resulted 
in the colonisation of Australia 
and the violent displacement of 
Indigenous Knowledge. 

As Indigenous Knowledge is 
displaced the Western view of nature 
as a resource dominates. Cultural 
knowledge is also displaced through  
events such as the Stolen Generation 
and the development of missions. 

PRESENT
PAST CONCERNS

Design Fictions of the Past
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Redirective Practice Design Fiction

After seeing how the past and present are 
intertwined it’s time to look to the future. The 
future we are trying to grapple with here is 
the one that we are heading towards us if 
nothing changes, if documents such as the 
Queensland Plan remain the only way to think 
about the future. It is based on looking at what 
has happened in the past, alongside what is 
happening in the present and extrapolating the 
current direction.

Sally

Farming practices increasingly rely 
on new technologies to overcome 
the effects of drought and youth 
migration to urban areas. 

Sally has moved to the city, 
following her brothers, to attend 
university. She has no interest in 
returning to the land and sees more 
value in a university education. 

Her parents struggle to keep the 
farm afloat as the technology 
becomes increasing expensive 
but drought continues to have a 
negative affect, calling into question 
the farming practices used. 

Aleema

Tensions have increased over 
the last few decades as racist 
undertones and fear of the ‘other’ 
continue to drive Australian politics. 
Aleema continues to feel unsettled 
in Australia.  People internally 
displaced by a changing climate 
look to others for their misfortunes, 
often resulting in violence. 

Continued calls for assimilation 
that fail to place value on other 
ways of knowing have caused the 
deterioration of cultural practices 
and increase Aleema’s isolation from 
the broader community. 

Maliyan

The future of the Torres Strait 
is bleak. Maliyan is increasingly 
out of work as agriculture and 
fishing industries are placed under 
increased stress. Food often needs to 
be imported from the mainland. 

Two of his children have already 
left to find work. Rising sea 
levels are gradually forcing the 
population to move; a continuation 
of top-down governance of the 
Indigenous population. This 
will further decontextualise the 
situated knowledge of place already 
degraded by colonialism. This is 
placing increased pressure on 
families causing family breakdown. 

FUTURE
CURRENT

DIRECTION

PRESENT
PAST CONCERNS

Design Fictions of the Current Direction for the Future
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Redirective Practice Design Fiction

Food

• There is an expectation for QLD 
to be a major contributor to global 
food production

• These expectations don’t match 
the reality of arable land in the 
future: land use will be contested 
by population growth and 
productivity of arable land will be 
decreased by climate change

• The dramatically increased 
population will need to be fed.

• Viability of alternative food 
sources is decreasing due to 
decline in diversity

• A diversity of food practices will 
be present due to population 
movement

Movement

• People are being forced to move 
due to no fault of their own

• Climate displaced people from 
across the world are moving to 
QLD and Australia

• Climate displaced people inside 
QLD and Australia are moving

• Some people will want to stay and 
perish instead of moving

The current direction for the future began to 
draw on futures that we know are arriving, such 
as the changing climate. 

The next step of the map is to consider this 
future arriving, that is how futures that have 
already been put in place by the past and present 
are going to act on the current direction. This 
is where the future arriving and the current 
direction clash. 

Looking at what is arriving in terms of climate, 
demographic and technology guides our 
thinking in relation to this step. 

On the left are the futures that became apparent 
in our initial cognitive redirective map. They 
should look familiar as they are the futural 
challenges introduced on page three.

Useful resources:

Christoff, Peter ed. (2014) Four Degrees of Global 
Warming, earthscan; London

Cleugh, Helen et al. (2011) Climate Change: 
Science and Solutions for Australia, CSIRO 

IPCC (2013) Climate Change 2013: The Physical 
Science Basis, Cambridge University Press; 
Cambridge

Human

• Climate change will undermine 
our current sense of stability 
(psychological & geographical) 

• Resources will be placed under 
increased pressure

• Technology will continue to 
develop

• Psychological unsettlement will 
increase due to all of the above.

• Climate will dramatically shift 
geographic distribution of 
vector borne diseases

• Movement will rapidly increase 
potential transmission of 
communicable diseases

• Service provisions will have to 
change dramatically

• In human modern history there 
has not been such dramatic 
alterations to civilisations 
therefore no model exists to 
draw upon. We will have to find 
new models for survival

• Civil unrest will cause conflict 
to varying degrees. QLD will not 
be immune in an increasingly 
globalised population and world

Knowledge Production

• New knowledge will need to 
be produced to cope with and 
survive the above

• Artifical Intelligence (AI) will 
increasingly colonise human 
cognition

• Culturally situated knowledge 
production will be threatened as 
cultures are forced to move out of 
‘place’

• Due to epistemological and 
geographical colonisation, if 
Indigenous knowledge is to be 
valued as contributory to adapt 
and mitigate climate change and 
global unsettlement, it will require 
transformational shifts in Western 
thinking

Borders

• Increased movement will mean 
borders become increasingly 
permeable

• The strong-hold of nation-states 
and states will become more and 
more strained under the above 
conditions

FUTURE
CURRENT

DIRECTION
FUTURES
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PAST CONCERNS

Design Fictions of Futures Arrived
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Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Redirective Practice Design Fiction

It’s 2044. There are three projects that have been running 
for the last decade. The Movement, Food and Welcome 
projects are all in operation under the overarching State 
Project Initiative: Border Thinking Without Borders. 

In the Torres Strait Maliyan, founder of the Movement 
project, oversees a collective of local people running 
it. Its main purpose is to act as an early logistical 
and psychological model of retreat and regenerative 
resettlement for all Queenslanders to reflect upon, 
explore and appropriate. The Torres Strait is in a 
unique position to do this due to being the first area in 
Queensland to be inundated by rising sea levels, making 
ongoing habitation impossible. 

The three key outcomes of the project are: participation 
in ongoing dialogue and exchange across the three 
projects ‘triangle’; sustaining funding through education 
tourism of ‘What Climate Change Looks Like Program’; 
and developing ‘movement kits’—resource kits that 
are fluid and regenerative as logistical, physical and 
psychological unsettlement unfolds, these kits deal 
with and recognise the psycho-social complexities of 
movements reducing psychological unsettlement. All of 
these outcomes rely on the resourcefulness, resilience 
and bricolage from this ‘place’. Areas of expertise offered 
by this project to the ‘triangle’ are: a) Tropical Coastal 
Living (food and seafaring), b) Micro-Governance 
Collaborative Models and c) Movement Logistics. The 
Movement project recognises that not everyone will want 
to move. In the case of the Torres 
Strait these people are offered 
opportunities within the project 
to maintain logistics and act 
as the repositories for situated 
knowledge transfer. Island 
borders become increasingly 
permeable as Island residents 
‘island hop’ and resettle along 
the way. This acts as a political 
model for the rest of the country. 

In the farming areas between Langlo and South-East 
Queensland Sally uses her knowledge and experience 
of farming to contribute to the Native Food Adaptive 
Practices Initiative (NAFPI), facilitated by Indigenous 
Groups nation-wide. Since arable land is now scarce 
in most of Western Queensland the initiatives main 
purpose is to develop economies based on a great 
variety of wild food. This has contributed to an increase 
in animal and plant diversity (ecosphere) and makes 
use of the resourcefulness, resilience and bricolage 
from these ‘places’. Food has been integrated into urban 
socio-spaces to release the pressure on Australia’s food 
security. In this process ‘lean seasons’ are experienced 
according to climatic conditions. There are four key 
outcomes: the project participates in the ‘triangle’; 
funding is sustained through events such as the 
‘Regenerative Harvest Festival’ educational tourism 
where people participate in harvesting food and 
learn through this cultural expression of knowledge, 
the festival is able to recode the disjuncture between 
peoples’ expectations and the reality of arable land 
through experiential learning; by developing ‘NAFPI’ kits 
that provide tools for incoming communities to know 
what there is to learn in order to generate local wild 
food economies; promoting the socially valued act of 
movement through the shifting locations of the events.

In learning lessons from the Movement project it 
is recognised that not everyone will want to move. 

Design fictions are utilised alongside Cognitive 
Redirective Mapping to bring into existence and 
make believable alternative visions of the future. 
Scenario building through fictions puts options 
on the table that can no longer be ignored. 
They provide realities to work towards, offering 
identifiable, humanised, emotional character 
loaded narratives.

The fictional future created from this mapping 
process drew together the three separate 
narratives that were developed at the beginning.

Throughout this narrative we have considered 
the futures arriving and how we might adapt to 
or mitigate their affects. 

This is the stage we got to in the first event, a 
reimagined future for Queensland in relation to 
your concern.

Design Fiction of Futures Redirected
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Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Redirective Practice Design Fiction

In the case of the increasingly inhospitable Western 
Queensland this means continuing to provide suitable 
services to those who decide to stay.

Aleema spends her time moving between Brisbane, 
Torres Strait and Indonesia running the Welcome 
Project, which was established partly in recognition 
that many climate refugees are being displaced 
through no action on their part. The Welcome Projects 
main purpose is to ensure that value is placed on the 
skills, knowledge and culture of the people arriving 
from the Asia Region. This is to counter the legacy of 
Eurocentrism and fearmongering for political gain 
that is still unconsciously present in the Australian 
psyche and ensure that climate refugees are valued and 
provided a viable place in local communities.  The skills, 
knowledge and culture of new arrivals contributes to the 
transformation of services and means that communities 
are more able to provide care at a local level. As there are 
thousands of climate refugees arriving each month it is 
necessary to utilise the resourcefulness, resilience and 
bricolage from the Asia-Pacicfic region as Queensland 
adapts to the influx of people. 

There are three key outcomes of the project: participation 
in the ongoing ‘triangle’; effectively adopting the value 
recoding practices from the Food and Movement 
Projects, adapting these cross-culturally in an Asia-
Pacific context; and developing kits for incoming 
refugees to enable them to use their skills in ways that 
are valued in and valuable to communities in a way that 
is empowering. The third outcome is more broadly part 
of the ‘Cross-Cultural Social Enterprise Matching Model’, 
which sees a team exploring what skills and knowledge is 
missing in Queensland communities and what is present 
in the Asia Region in order to effectively match those 
with skills and knowledge to those without. 

The Welcome Project increases the permeability of 
borders, breaking down the stronghold of the idea of 
nation-states. 

‘Border Thinking Without Borders’ places value on 
human cognition in the face of the increasing presence 
of digital technology and artificial intelligence ensuring 
that alternatives to the colonisation of the human mind 
are present. While conflict is a reality of 2044 much of 
what has been implemented by Border Thinking Without 
Borders has successfully reduced conflict locally and 
within the Asia Pacific region through seeking to place 
value on those arriving, enabling local communities 
to develop the skills necessary to survive the changing 
climate and through making movement across the 
region more acceptable. 

This design fiction for an alternative future for 
Queensland begins to address many of the 
future challenges identified on page eleven and 
twenty-two. It provides a number of points of 
departure to begin designing from but also acts 
as a discussion point about the sort of future 
Queenslanders want. 

The points of departure in this design fiction and 
the design fictions developed during the first 
event are identified on page twenty-six and at 
the end of each table’s design fiction so that they 
can be drawn on for event two and three. 

Design Fiction of Futures Redirected

Repairing the Future of Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland
Redirective Practice
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Event Organisation Process

Infographic to go here 

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

The Future is Full

The world is broken
Because we made it that way
And so is the Queensland Plan.
           It is time for new imaginaries.

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Repairing the Future of Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland
Redirective Practice

Event Outcomes
In this Section            

Outcome Summary

Table 1-6 Outcomes
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Summary of Outcomes

There was a lot of work generated on the night and 
what follows is a detailed look at what was produced by 
each table, with reflections on past, present and current 
directions alongside the design fictions created using the 
presentations given by each table on the night. 

The future directions that we see developing out of these 
fictions and the fiction created by Redirective Practice, 
page twenty-three and twenty-four, are guided by the 
following questions: 

• How can we see value in the skills and knowledge 
brought to Australia by refugees and how might we 
engage with this knowledge prior to their arrival?

• How can we design the future of agriculture in 
recognition of the future challenges faced?

• What can design do to undo the distrust of otherness 
encouraged by recent Governments refugee policies?

• How do we design care into old age when faced with 
an aging population?

• How can we design spaces for the elderly where 
they are able to remain part of the community and 
experience dignity in old age, regardless of income? 

• How do we design for a future where savings for 
retirement are increasingly threatened by unstable 
global economies?   

• How can we begin to integrate other ways of using 
machine technologies to harvest food into the 
current agricultural system?

• How can the symbolic value of this begin to be coded 
in places like the Lockyer Valley as desirable; as 
outweighing other modes of production in the  
long term?

• If we recognise what is important to our 
psychological and emotional wellbeing (green space, 
active lifestyles, fresh food etc.), how can this begin 
to be designed into our local communities? 

• Intergenerational and intercultural knowledge 
sharing appears throughout the narrative, what 
scenarios could be designed to engage this sharing? 

• How might we design communities that gather 
around a common cause, such as urban agriculture, 
in a way that benefits them and the local community?

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Outcome Summary

• What does the future economy of Stradbroke Island 
look like?

• What might a transformed tourism industry 
on Stradbroke Island, that values the natural 
environment and Indigenous knowledge, while 
recognising the future challenges that are arriving, 
look like?

• What does an education, situated in-place and 
valuing non-Western ways of knowing look like in a 
community such as Stradbroke? 

• How can we begin to integrate other ways of 
producing food into the current agricultural system?

• How can we begin to reframe food in a sustainable 
way that isn’t trapped in the economies imposed by 
the big supermarkets? 

• How can we use food as a way of reconnecting to 
both community and the natural world?

• How can communities engage in education that 
allows them to cope with future challenges?

• How might we incorporate criticality and creativity 
into learning processes?

• How do we teach how to learn rather than what  
to learn?  

We are going to take all of these points in to full 
consideration and develop points to begin designing 
from ready for Event 2. 
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How is it gathering in the future?
The map demonstrates that if the future continues on its 
current trajectory, the two projected ‘prison’ and ‘resort’ 
style aged care facilities will continue to proliferate, with 
your final home dependent on your economic standing 
in your working years. Additionally, the knowledge and 
experience of our aging population will continue to be 
devalued as they increasingly live separately from the 
broader community.

What is known and what is not known?
It is known that the population is both getting larger, and 
older, this is a result of increased birth rates, immigration 
(which will be further increased through climate change) 
and advances in modern medicine increasing the average 
life span. This culminates in an increasing percentage of 
the population who are past formal working age. 

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Table 1 Outcome
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Table 1 Reflection

Narrative
The dominant narrative surrounded aged care options 
over the concern of how we will continue to house 
our ever aging population in ways that do not create 
institutional care separated from the rest of the 
community, ensuring that our aging population is valued 
for their knowledge and experience. 

Where has it been (Past)?
The current presentation of institutionalised aged care 
as rational comes from the need to house our aging 
population in a community where there has been the 
breakdown of the multi-generational household leading 
to the isolation of our older generation. 

How is it appearing (Present)?
Aged care facilities are currently seen in an institutional 
context where your economic stance at the end of your 
professional career dictates whether the remainder of 
your life will be lived out in a ‘prison’ or ‘resort’ style 
manifestation of these housing options; both of which 
create isolation from the rest of the community. 

Table 1 Cognitive Redirective Map
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Table 1 Outcome

Table 1 Design Fiction

It’s 2044. 

The population of Queensland now exceeds 8 million 
people due to increased migration and birth rates, with 
the ratio of working to retired people currently at 5:2. 
In addition to this the median age of the population 
is currently 40yrs old, with this age projected to keep 
increasing.  This culminates in an ever increasing 
population of Queenslanders living in their retirement. 

In these conditions, two cousins John and Jim Smith 
are both in their late 80’s and are living in assisted living 
arrangements in the northern suburbs of Brisbane. In 
their youth John Smith bounced between jobs, working 
as a bus driver for some years and a labourer for others 
and did not have the means to financially secure his 
future by the time he retired in 2030.  Alternatively, 
Jim Smith married into money in his 30’s and had a 
successful career as a town planner until his retirement 
in 2027 allowing him the ability to secure his future 
financially. 

In the past the distinction between the lives that John 
and Jim lived, being the size of the nest egg they were 
able to secure, would have drastically impacted the type 
of living arrangements they found themselves in post 
retirement age.  However, this is not the case in the year 
2044 due to changes that were put in place in the early 
years of the 2020’s. 

Jim Smith has been able to establish a life for himself in 
a share house with other people of common ground in 
the community, he is able to maintain his intellectual 
stimulation through his volunteer work and is involved 
in the urban planning profession as a consultant due to 
his knowledge and experiences being valued in the field. 
Only a few streets over John was able to live in an almost 
similar situation on a more modest scale and is able to 
maintain his integration with the community, helping 
out with small local projects around where he lives. For 
both cousins, by living in a share house arrangement 
they are able to share a carer for the help that they need 
but are also given the ability to remain independent and 
autonomous within their own surroundings, Jim for 

example has been able to keep his border collie which 
keeps him active everyday. 

For both John and Jim they have been able to maintain 
their intellectual stimulation by living within the 
community rather than in isolated, purpose built aged 
care facilities. In this, they maintain an intergenerational 
connection to the people around them. 

In 2044, the older generation are valued for their 
experience and knowledge of the past allowing them to 
remain intellectually and socially productive members 
of our communities,  rather than being locked away 
separate to the rest of society.  

Points to design back from:
• How do we design care into old age when faced with 

an aging population?
• How can we design spaces for the elderly where 

they are able to remain part of the community and 
experience dignity in old age, regardless of income? 

• How do we design for a future where savings for 
retirement are increasingly threatened by unstable 
global economies?   
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Table 2 Cognitive Redirective Map

Valley, South East Queensland, the focus of Beetroot 
crops is on the bottom line only, relying on private capital 
investment at what ever price; their relational connection 
to fossil fuel emissions and degradation of arable land in a 
changing climate, for example. 

How is it gathering into the future?
Beetroot farming in the Lockyer Valley is scheduled to 
take on a new life as farmers have collectively invested in 
a new state of the art cannery in the region that competes 
at an international scale. This will economically support 
farmer families struggling under harsh conditions but it 
is a ‘band-aid’ solution focussed on harvest work only, 
rather than larger, relational, long-term solutions for the 
towns that are less dependant on seasonal yields.

What is known and what is not known?
Is there a possibility that larger, relational, long-term 
solutions for the Lockyer Valley exist that are less 
dependant on seasonal yields?  Can there be a different 
form of industry where agricultural knowledge and 
associated industries invest in sharing knowledge of 
renewable technologies? Is there an economic future with 
a Solar Valley Knowledge Hub?

Table 2 Reflection

Narrative
The overarching narrative revolves around machino-
facture and community concerns of taking economic 
risks in developing an elevated symbolic value of a long 
term, emission free, ecological agricultural industry.

Where has it been (Past)?
Machino-facture is a direct reflection of the industrial 
revolution and man’s appetite to build automated 
mega machines to increase production, lower human 
labour required and decrease costs; it comes from our 
dependence to achieve this on the extraction and reserve 
of vast amounts of fossil fuels; it is the modern world. 
In this production, as with most things brought into 
existence during industrial societies reign, it neglected to 
recognise that what is produced (created) also destroys.

How is it appearing (Present)?
The technologies of global agricultural trade that our 
everyday existence depends upon still bind us today. 
Unsustainable farming practices continue to neglect 
confronting future challenges relationally. In the Lockyer 
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It’s 2044. 

For the last decade a beetroot farming cooperative 
in the Lockyer Valley have been using a new kind of 
solar powered tractor technology, which in turn, has 
generated knowledge and skills in the community that 
translate across many areas of the solar energy industry. 
The valley is now recognised as Australia’s ‘Solar Valley’; 
a pun on ‘Silicon Valley’ entrepreneurship so famous 
from the early 21st century.

Gradually, as fossil fuels depleted through the 2030’s, 
machino-facture was forced to take on a new form, 
but the global oil tycoons of industrial society have not 
faded away without a fight. There are still vast reserves 
for those willing to locate the black gold, which means 
there is still a robust competing industry of petrol-
powered machines, including farming equipment such 
as tractors. In Lockyer Valley this tension manifests as a 
divide between the ‘red tractors’ (petrol powered) and the 
‘blue tractors’ (solar powered tractors). 

Once upon a time, red tractors harvested GM beetroots in 
high yield pesticide and herbicide ridden synthetic acres 
of fields, as far the eye could see across Lockyer’s ‘Solar 
Valley’.  However back in 2015 there was increasing local 
and global concerns about the finitude of fossil fuels, 
climate change, the harm done to human health, and 
monopolisation of markets by GM foods and the viability 
of ancillary industries still based in these practices. 
Lockyer valley decided to invest in an international 
feasibility study into the long term efficacy of building 
alternative industries centred around one simple move; 
the purchase of blue tractors to mitigate and adapt to 
these concerns. The results of the study were promising, 
the investment was made and ‘Solar Valley’ was born.

In 2030, there were generally two types of people in 
Solar Valley, your blue tractor type, and your red tractor 
type. Blue tractor types grow non-GM organic beetroot 
in smaller yields, sacrificing farm land to plant trees 
on their property to cool their smaller fields. They can’t 
compete in the ‘Australia for Food Abroad Surplus 
Program (AFASP), their per-unit cost is still too high. Red 

tractor types still grow GM beetroot in high yields, using 
elaborate technology in soil cooling systems to retain 
large swathes of open fields, competing strongly in the 
AFASP.  The stats show Red still trumps blue with 50% 
higher yields based on equal production costs.

That said, the investment in ‘Solar Valley’ is beginning to 
take affect. Photovoltaic panel costs are already incredibly 
low, and a service and tech industry in the valley is 
established to a point where mechanics and engineers 
are more attracted to acquiring knowledge and skills in 
the solar industry. This has resulted in service, repair and 
maintenance for Red tractors becoming increasingly 
high and unviable. Put simply, it’s becoming cheaper to 
own and maintain a Blue tractor in the valley, therefore 
organic beetroots per-unit costs are dropping incredibly 
quickly. Furthermore, the community is increasingly 
agitated by the pollution from Red tractors in the face of 
an increasingly attractive alternative that produces no 
pollution, to the earth or in the sky by the Blue tractors.

Jenny, a Blue tractor owners daughter, grew up through 
this community divide of the 2030’s and now in the 
2040’s proudly combines her situated knowledge of 
Lockyer Valley with her in-field university degree 
attained through the ‘Solar Valley’ program to run the in-
field Solar Valley Masters Degree, whereby farmers from 
all over Australia come to learn in-situ how to develop 
models of economic transition with solar powered 
equipment for their own farming communities with their 
own crops and fields. Solar Valley now has two thriving 
industries: organic beetroots shipped nationally under 
the AFASP; and the Solar Valley Knowledge Hub, where 
businesses skilled in repair, service and maintenance of 
solar-agricultural practices act as appropriative models 
exported worldwide.

Points to design back from:
• How can we begin to integrate other ways of using 

machine technologies to harvest food into the 
current agricultural system?

• How can the symbolic value of this begin to be  
coded in places like the Lockyer Valley as desirable; 
as outweighing other modes of production in the 
long-term?



Table 3Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Table 3 Outcome

Members
Brian Feeney

Nicole Gibson

Lennah Kuskoff

Megan Rowe

Clinton Schultz

Maeve Lejeune

Heather Hill

Julian Bluett



Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Table 3 Outcome

FUTURES
ARRIVING

FUTURE CURRENT DIRECTION

PRESENT
PAST

DESIGN 
FICTION

Table 3 Cognitive Redirective Map

Increasing rates of youth suicide describe the sense of 
helplessness they feel when trying to find a way forward.

How is it gathering into the future?
As young people’s sense of self worth deteriorates 
they feel less able to contribute to their community, 
communities continue to deteriorate and breakdown.  
Drugs and alcohol are increasingly used to escape the 
realities of everyday life as people feel further alienated 
from both the natural world and the social realm.  As 
communities continue to disintegrate, the human 
dimension is also becoming removed from education, 
becoming replaced by digital technologies.  Indigenous 
knowledge and identity also continues to be ignored, 
amplifying the psychological issues of modern life within 
Indigenous communities.    

What is known and what is not known?
It is known that Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth 
alike are facing unprecedented issues with identity 
and mental health which is likely to be exacerbated as 
we move into an increasingly uncertain future.  Can 
community and education be reconfigured in a way that 
is able to deal with this unsettlement?

Table 3 Reflection

Narrative
The overarching narrative here is related to identity and 
how it is formed through connection to community and 
the natural world, particularly through education. 

Where has it been (Past)?
Industrialisation and the institutionalisation of education 
have contributed to a disconnection from identity 
(self).  Modern industry provided the condition in which 
people began to perceive themselves as separate to 
the environment and the education system present in 
Australia was founded on Western epistemologies that 
often denied other ways of knowing, displacing cultural 
identity through colonialism. 

How is it appearing (Present)?
colonialism (in the form of governance, education and 
infrastructure etc.).  As a result of these conditions many 
young people today feel that they do not have a voice that 
is their own or that can be heard; many are experiencing 
crises of identity.  The breakdown of community means 
that people are finding it increasingly difficult to talk to 
anyone about personal issues or communal concerns.  
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It’s 2044.

In Logan, Joe spends his time exploring and tending 
to the city with a small group of community members, 
young, middle aged and young-at-heart alike.  He is 
helping to run an initiative that aims to bridge divides 
between different community groups within the city 
through urban agricultural spaces and an educational 
program that values the exchange of Indigenous, 
intercultural and intergenerational knowledges.    

The program was established by Joe and his peers in 
response to the shortcomings of the institutionalised 
education system.  They felt the premise that there 
is only one way of knowing or doing meant that 
youth were often stereotyped, that competition was 
encouraged more often than collaboration and the sense 
of identity that comes with the trust individuals should 
have in themselves, was ultimately eroded by the time it 
came to graduation.  Joe connected very personally to 
this kind of experience.  When he was 15 he remembers 
struggling with both his sexuality and the expectations 
that came with playing football at a competitive level.  He 
found that he withdrew into himself, becoming further 
disconnected from his family and friends, and feeling 
that the options he had left were few.  It was around 
this time when his school ran an exploratory workshop 
designed to reconnect teenagers to both their peers and 
their own potential that his classmate, Sean, reached out 
to Joe and offered him support. 

Today Sean and Joe lead ‘Connect & Care’ a group 
of people of all ages who come together to extend 
their capacity as individuals and members of a larger 
community through situated learning and knowledge 
exchange.  Internally, the group acts as a support 
network for each other but also moves throughout 
the city to engage with and connect neighbouring 
communities.   

In the planning stages of the initiative, Joe realised 
that this new mode of learning could also provide 
opportunities to deal with concerns related specifically 
to the place in which the learning occurs.  One of the 

issues they try to address is the need to increase food 
productivity due to the decrease in arable land caused 
by climate change and toxic industrial processes.  So, in 
collaboration with the Indigenous Australian community, 
the best spaces in the city for the growth of native food 
plants were discovered and cultivated.  Splashes of 
green are now woven into the urban fabric and each 
day that the group meets, they begin in these spaces 
with meditation exercises that keep their minds and 
bodies sharp.  They then move from garden to garden 
throughout the city, tending to the vegetation as well 
as engaging in conversation.  They talk to people who 
have lived in those neighbourhoods all their lives as 
well as those people who have just arrived following 
violent displacement from their homelands, sometimes 
as a result of climate change and sometimes war.  
Through these interactions everyone gains something; 
Joe and the group learn all kinds of useful skills and 
cultural practices, such as repair, storytelling and food 
preservation; and the people they visit not only get a 
share of the native fruit and veggies but through their 
contribution to peoples learning also feel valued for their 
knowledge and cultural or personal identity. 

Points to design back from:
• If we recognise what is important to our 

psychological and emotional wellbeing (green space, 
active lifestyles, fresh food etc.), how can this begin 
to be designed into our local communities? 

• Intergenerational and intercultural knowledge 
sharing appears throughout the narrative, what 
scenarios could be designed to engage this sharing? 

• How might we design communities that gather 
around a common cause, such as urban agriculture, 
in a way that benefits them and the local community?
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How is it gathering into the future?
Agriculture is going to be placed under increasing stress 
from events such as: a changing climate; continued 
migration to urban areas; land degradation; and the cost 
of seeds, fertiliser, pesticide and fuel. 

What is known and what is not known?
We know that increasing pressure is going to be placed 
on urban agriculture as Australia deals with the impacts 
of climate change. We also know that there are lots 
of other ways to grow food as well as a much broader 
variety of food present around the world, some of which 
is suitable for Australia’s varied and changing climate. 
Can a transformation of the ways we grow food in 
Australia transform the way our communities connect, 
or vice-versa? Are we able to move beyond industrialised 
agriculture towards farming practices that take better care 
of the land and people involved? 

 

Table 4 Reflection

Narrative
The overarching narrative present here is disconnection, 
disconnection from the biophysical environment and also 
the sociocultural community through the lens of food 
production and the related economy. 

Where has it been (Past)?
The industrialisation of agriculture and the imposition of 
European industrialised agriculture on Australia has led to 
a farming system that rather than working with the land 
mines it, as standing reserve, stripping it of nutrients and 
undermining its long term viability. 

How is it appearing (Present)?
Modern life leads to a disconnect between the individual, 
the community and the biophysical world. Modern 
industrial agriculture exemplifies all of these disconnects: 
we have become disconnected from the food that 
sustains us as well as the people who grow this food. 
Equally, industrial agriculture is frequently disconnected 
from the land, which it utilises causing long-term damage 
to the environment. 

Table 4 Cognitive Redirective Map
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It’s 2044. 

Alexander has been working on a banana plantation 
near Innisfail for the last 10 years. In response to the 
increasing pressures of an unstable climate there has 
been a dramatic shift in food production techniques over 
the last two decades and Alexander has incorporated 
many of these into his farming practices. 

There has been considerable input from science, 
technology and non-industrial farming techniques in 
terms of how food can be produced in climates best 
suited to that type of food.  Alexander has learnt to adapt 
to and become reflexive to what the land and climate 
allows him to grow. The yearly cyclone season continues 
to be a problem and he feels these are getting more 
severe. This has led Alexander to scale back his banana 
production, meaning that he can recover faster from 
cyclones and grow a broader variety of crops. 

What Alexander produces goes to the markets on a 
weekly or monthly basis; this is dependant on the 
season and what Alexander is currently growing. The 
marketplace has transformed to be unrecognisable from 
the supermarkets of the early 21st Century. Here food is 
often swapped rather than bought. There are food swaps, 
there is bartering, not everything is done in cash and 
there is a bartering of services as well so that the value 
placed on labour has transformed. As a result of this 
labour has a new-found value where value is placed on 
everyone’s labour. Whereas once international travellers 
came to the area as cheap labour they now come to learn 
vital skills about forms of agriculture that can better cope 
with a changing climate. There is a lively social life at the 
markets and waste is no longer produced on the scale 
that it used to be. The markets allow the community to 
come together and recognise the interdependence they 
have to each other and the land. 

Alexander’s family has grown up with bananas so as a 
family and community they are able to value seasons 
in relation to food production.  They understand why 
some fruit and vegetables might be out of stock and 
have adapted their cooking to suit these varying seasons. 

The changes in climate have also meant that a different 
variety of fruits and vegetables can be grown across the 
year and people have learnt to use these new varieties 
in their cooking. Whereas once children in these areas 
frequently grew up longing for the bright lights and 
bigger cities of South East Queensland Alexander’s 
children feel that working in agriculture is highly valued 
by the broader community and offers them many 
opportunities for the future and so are more keen to stay.

Points to design back from:
• How can we begin to integrate other ways of 

producing food into the current agricultural system?
• How can we begin to reframe food in a sustainable 

way that isn’t trapped in the economies imposed by 
the big supermarkets? 

• How can we use food as a way of reconnecting to 
both community and the natural world?
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How is it gathering into the future?
Sand mining on Stradbroke Island is scheduled to end 
as early as 2019 with considerable economic impact 
expected. The mine will also leave behind environmental 
damage, including damage to the island wetlands. 
Further to this, climate change and resulting rising sea 
levels, increasing salination and stress on fresh water 
supplies will make life on the island harder. Increased 
infrastructure for an unsustainable tourist industry 
has the potential to further undermine the natural 
environment on the island. Youth migration will continue 
causing community fragmentation and a gradual loss of 
skills and knowledge relating to survival on the island. 

What is known and what is not known?
Is there a possibility that the natural environment and the 
Indigenous knowledge that places value on it be engaged 
on Stradbroke Island?  Can there be a different form 
of education, which engages how Indigenous people 
share knowledge?  How can the natural environment be 
maintained? Is there an economic future with tourism 
and the sharing of Indigenous knowledge?
 

Table 5 Reflection

Narrative
The overarching narrative revolves around Indigenous 
Knowledge and rising sea levels and the effect on 
communities such as Stradbroke Island. 

Where has it been (Past)?
Stradbroke Island, Minjerribah, has been an important 
place for Aboriginal groups for at least 21,000 years. 
Colonisation of Australia has led to the displacement and 
devaluation of Indigenous Knowledge and traditional 
methods of survival on Stradbroke Island have been 
continuously undermined. 

How is it appearing (Present)?
Today Stradbroke Island exists as two islands (North 
and South). Sand is mined on North Stradbroke and a 
tourism industry exists on both islands, although it is 
more developed on the North. While tourism contributes 
to the local economy there is some conflict between the 
locals and tourists. The Indigenous community on the 
island is strong and native title has been awarded to the 
Quandamooka people. However, life on the island largely 
mirrors the mainland in terms of education systems and 
economic value systems. 

Table 5 Cognitive Redirective Map
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It’s 2044. 

A new kind of tourism is present on Stradbroke Island. 
Gradually, as rising sea levels have dramatically altered 
the Stradbroke Island coastline and temperature of the 
sea has increased, depleting fish stocks, Stradbroke Island 
has become less about escaping from the pressures 
of modern life in an idyllic setting. Instead Stradbroke 
Island has become central to learning new skills and 
ways of being for surviving in the unsettled world 
humanity now inhabits. 

Once upon a time, young people abandoned Stradbroke 
for life on the mainland drawn by the imagery of modern 
urban lifestyles, looking for education and employment 
opportunities. Today many of them stay. Back in 2015 
there was concern about the sand mining coming to an 
end and the effect this would have on the local economy. 
Today the economy has transformed. 

The Quandamooka people, the Noonuccal, Goenpul and 
Ngugi tribes, now manage Stradbroke Island and the 
surrounding archipelago. This management extends far 
beyond now historic legislation around ‘Native Title’ and 
has seen the Indigenous population be given autonomy 
over Stradbroke Island. Initially this was on a small scale 
but over the last decade the community has displaced 
the traditional role of council by using both Indigenous 
and new knowledge to deal with education, childcare, 
feeding the population, housing the population, waste, 
dealing with displacement by climate change. 

Jim, who left Stradbroke at 17 seeking everything that 
life on the mainland could offer, returned to the island 
in his late 20s after seeing the transformations that were 
taking place. Being uniquely placed on the front line of 
climate change in South East Queensland and with a 
strong Indigenous community with situated knowledge 
of place Stradbroke has transformed. Jim has combined 
his university education in hospitality with what he has 
learned of Ngugi architecture. He offers visitors to the 
island location specific accommodation, showcasing 
the viability of Indigenous architecture and teaches local 
young people how to construct these dwellings. 

His children attend a local school and receive an 
education completely transformed since he was young.  
Much of their time is now spent learning in-situ. 
Indigneous Knowledge is respected and Indigenous 
elders play an important and valued role in the education 
of young people.  

Stradbroke Island has become situated as a place of 
educational tourism and while locals recognise that this 
might be short lived, due to the effects of climate change, 
traditional skills and knowledge are being preserved and 
transformed to suit new needs and assist other locations 
along the Queensland coast threatened with the same 
unsettled future. 

Points to design back from:
• What might a transformed tourism industry 

on Stradbroke Island, that values the natural 
environment and Indigenous knowledge, while 
recognising the future challenges that are arriving, 
look like?

• What does an education, situated in-place and 
valuing non-Western ways of knowing look like in a 
community such as Stradbroke? 

• What does the future economy of Stradbroke Island 
look like?
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sustainability, adaptability, the value of community and 
resilience were all identified as key components currently 
missing in the existing education system.

How is it gathering in the future?
Table 6 investigated the current trajectory of education 
and, if allowed to continue, the inaccessibility of 
education combined with static understanding of 
educational processes will further exacerbate the lack 
of relational thinking and degradation of skill. The 
decreasing availability of jobs and increasing population 
would also place huge pressure on the education system 
as it continues to train people as employees, without 
readily accessible jobs for them. Additionally, increasing 
isolation of individualism will decrease opportunities to 
learn from others.

What is known and what is not known? 
Reimagining the scope of learning to include learning 
from community, learning as a way of living, mindfulness 
were identified as opportunities for the future of 
education.  Likewise, learning to navigate and embrace 
change and sustainability were identified as skills that 
must underpin learning processes. 
 

Table 6 Reflection

Narrative
The design fiction on table 6 focused on the role of 
education as the connective tissue of community, 
criticality and sustainability to create critical, adaptable, 
creative and forward thinking citizens. 

Where has it been (Past)?
The industrialisation and standardisation of Fordism and 
the industrial revolution were identified as systems that 
place value of citizen as worker, rather than thinker and 
contributor to social life. 

How is it appearing (Present)?
The current presentation of institutionalised education is 
inadequate. Standardised testing such as Naplan, focus 
on what to think rather than how to think, which leads 
to an inability to think critically within the world. Key 
issues with existing education systems identified in this 
mapping process include competing priorities in what 
is being taught; inequity in access to education; and 
education whose sole aim is to create employees, rather 
than thoughtful engaged citizens. Criticality, relationality, 

Table 6 Cognitive Redirective Map
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The year is 2099.

Its  a year that has seen the population of the earth 
reach 10.2 billion, with average life expectancy reaching 
heights of 100 years old. 

One such centenarian is Sophie and on the eve 
of her 100th birthday, her community is throwing 
her a birthday party. Sophie was a key instigator in 
Community échange, a group of like-minded citizens 
who co-habit in a metro-fitted building situated in the 
Gold Coast hinterland 

The concept for Community échange, came to Sophie 
after graduating from Silkwood School in 2017. After 
graduating, Sophie found that existing job opportunities 
did not align with her strong valuing of the importance 
of education sustainability and adaptability.  

Throughout her education Sophie had been taught to 
engage critically and pro-actively in the world around 
her and, recognising no available opportunities that 
interested her, decided to build a career of her own. She 
was very passionate about alternative understandings 
of education and had decided that the job that she 
created for herself should be based around addressing 
the issues that she recognised existing in current 
education systems. Sophie recognised that sustainability, 
adaptability, the value of community and resilience 
were severely lacking in existing education systems and 
wanted to build a community outside of the existing 
education system that addressed those gaps.  

The community was not an overnight success, but rather 
strategic operation that was rolled out over a process 
of 80 years. Beginning in 2017, Sophie started a series 
of workshops aimed at getting community members 
together to learn new skills that, over time, would allow 
them to be adaptive and active citizens. Over the next 
20 years, Sophie united a growing community of like-
minded people living within riding distance of each 
other in Mt Nathan, regularly holding events, workshops 
and establishing a make-shift community centre.  With 
the closure of a manufacturing plant in 2045, Sophie 

recognised an opportunity to start a co-habitation space 
to increase the community connections she had already 
established.

With extreme weather events and increasing population 
in the local area, the community learnt how to be 
adaptable, with structures in place to accommodate the 
shift required to accommodate ever-changing needs 
placed upon it. Green-walls and a perma-culture centre 
were established in the building in 2047, inhabitants were 
able to have a closer connection to the food connection 
process in their home environments. These processes 
were made possible as a result of the event series that 
Sophie had started back in 2017, with some of the original 
community members having learned the skills there, 
which they then passed on to newer members. By 2099, 
Community échange was a thriving community and had 
spawned a number of like-minded community hubs in 
over 100 locations across Australia. 

Now, at her birthday party, Sophie was able to catch up 
with the many Community échange members. It was the 
first time that she had an opportunity to properly reflect 
on the changes that the community had instigated and 
was happy in the knowledge that the community would 
continue to grow and progress through the exchanges of 
its citizens.

Points to design back from:
• How can communities engage in education that 

allows them to cope with future challenges?
• How might we incorporate criticality and creativity 

into learning processes?
• How do we teach how to learn rather than what  

to learn?  
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What worked well

‘Great discussion with people from various 
backgrounds and experiences to share insights and 
opportunities to solve problems.’

Predominantly it sounds as though you all enjoyed the 
event or took something useful away from it. 

‘The narrative sharing is a brilliant way to put issues 
into a realistic context.’

Positives included: meeting new people; having 
interesting discussions; learning a new design thinking 
process; having a range of community present; hearing 
about other peoples experiences and perspectives; the 
creativity of the final stories; dinner; the opportunity to 
have a little bit more time to talk after the event.

Repairing the Future of
Queensland Workshop
Making an Age of Repair: Queensland

Event Feedback

Event Feedback 

We collated feedback at the event, analysed 
and summarised it to inform how we will run 
the next event. 

Thank you for taking the time to provide 
detailed, well considered and considerate 
feedback. We are working to make sure we take 
all of this into full consideration in preparation 
for Event 2. 

What we will do differently for the next event

‘I felt like sometimes the presentations were a bit jargon 
heavy.’

Any introductory presentations will be developed to be 
clearer (including better explanations of terminology and 
Redirective Practice) and also to reduce the amount of 
information being introduced all in one go. 

‘Not sure about your costs but I think it might have 
been  cost prohibitive for some.’

One of the big things we are working on for our future 
events is how to make it more affordable so that more 
people can attend them. 

‘I think smaller tables would work more effectively.’

We want everyone to feel as though they are participating 
and being listened to so we will work towards having 
smaller groups. 

‘Rushed?’

A lot of your feedback mentioned that you felt pushed 
for time and would have liked longer to spend working 
on your ideas. We are working on making Event 2 
longer. This will also include more time to talk to more 
participants, not just those on your table. 

‘Maybe start with a recognition of country.’

Valuing other forms of knowledge, including 
Indigenous knowledge, is central to all of the work that 
Redirective Practice does and we want to make this 
clearer in future events, this valuing goes far beyond an 
acknowledgement of country.

‘Great to be part of this progressive exercise.’

And we’ll make sure to keep the things you liked about 
the event too.

What we can improve

‘Sometimes it was hard to hear others speak during 
group time.’

We did not introduce ourselves (Redirective Practice) or 
our position very well.
 
We had a few technical difficulties (mainly the 
microphone) on the night and we will work to resolve 
these for subsequent events. 

A few other issues that are important to note are: not 
having enough time; not being able to hear others on the 
table; not having more than one dinner option; making 
slides clearer; discussions getting off track.

Some of you noticed that we didn’t acknowledge that we 
were on Aboriginal land, specifically that of the Turrbal 
and Jagera people. Both Tristan Schultz and Christine 
Moulder (Redirective Practice) have Indigenous heritage 
and valuing Indigenous skills, knowledge, pasts, presents 
and futures is extremely important to Redirective 
Practice: we should have addressed this more clearly at 
the beginning of the evening. 



Event 2 Introduction

The second event in the series will begin to design ways 
the future can be redirected through looking at what 
projects can be implemented in the present. This work 
will be framed by the desired futures that have come out 
of Event 1, with the overarching question ‘What can we 
design and implement now to get to these futures?’ By 
the end of the second event the collective will have a 
resource pool of well designed projects to take forward. 
Implementing these will then be explored in Event 3. 

Redirective Practice will spend the coming months 
developing the points to design back from generated 
by your design fictions into specific topics for the 
participants of Event 2 to work with. 

At this stage we are aiming for Event 2 to be run late July/
early August. We will keep posted those who’ve asked to 
be updated. We’re looking forward to seeing you there. 
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